
 

 

MINUTES OF LYA BOARD MEETING  
May 15, 2022 

Virtual Meeting 
 

Attendance:   
Board members present– Executive: Executive: McSherry, Spallone, Gardner, D’Orazio 

Other: Pirich, Merritt, Hamilton, Pusey, Phillips, Miller, C Allen, Gange, Esposito, Brutto, K Ryan, 
Roth 

Absent: Owsik, Gately, Wheeler  
Others Present:  Laughlin – Executive Director, Michelle Vondran, Nora Petchkofski, Laura 

Menzel 
 

I. Pledge of Allegiance 
 
 
II. Approval of minutes from March 2022 board meeting 

 
Miller motioned to approve, C Allen 2nd the motion.  Board unanimously ap-

proved.  
 
III. Treasurer’s Report 

 
Financial reports were presented to the board. Malvern Federal’s 18-month CD 
was up for renewal.  Brutto rolled it over after researching all options.  Gardner 
motioned to approved financial reports.  Roth 2nd the motion.  The board unani-
mously approved. 
 

IV. Presidents Report – Spallone: 
 
Nothing to report 
 
 

V. Sports/Operations Report – Gardner 
 

• Baseball – Spring 2022 season is going well.  There were a lot more partici-
pants than last year – 10 more teams.  Weather has been bad – cold and 
rainy.  They will be naming tournament coaches as of today.   

• Lightning – Spring season is just getting underway for 2 teams and 18U starts 
in May.  Looking to have tryouts for the next year in July/August. 

• Softball – They are having a successful season so far.  The tokens are a big 
hit. Quickball is well received.  Most teams are playing on Field B and liking it.  
Expect to have strong district teams that will be announced soon.   

• Boys Lacrosse – They are wrapping up the season.  5th& 6th grade clinched 
championships.  It was a good season.   

• Girls Lacrosse – Season will end May 21st.  Most teams played 4 or 5 games 
due to weather so they are going to extend the season to June with a playday 
to make up games.  They are exploring options for next year as travel for 



 

 

away games is far and families not interested in travelling as far.  Hamilton 
and Menzel will work together for next year’s league options. 

• Track & Field – Registration is open and they are assigning youth commis-
sioners with high school students.  They are starting the second week of 
June. 

• Recreational Soccer – Registration will open in June   
• Travel soccer – Most teams are finishing spring season – 2 in state cup finals 

– if win advance to regionals in June.  They finished tryouts and adding a 
couple teams for next year. 

• Field Hockey – Registration opening up in June. 
• Basketball – Nothing to report.    

 
VI. Administrative Report 
 

Field J home plate and senior field home plate were replaced.  Snack stand 
needs repairing and the subfloor needs to be replaced due to water damage.  
Water leak in the park constantly runs and D’Orazio is working on repairing that. 

 
VII. Old Business 
 

1. COVID-19 Updates – McSherry and Uwchlan Township came to COVID-19 
agreement and just waiting on notarization. 

2. LYA Sign – The new LYA sign is up on Devon Drive.  Celtic Roots created 
the signs for free and beautified the garden.  In return, LYA will sponsor the 
scoreboard on Field E. 

3. LYA Newsletter – Gange was recognized for the newsletter she created and 
sent to the community.  LYA is very appreciative of her efforts. 

 
 
IX.  New Business 

  
  

1. Budget Approvals: 
 

a.  Soccer budget has the same set up as last year - U10 has referee, 
u12 9v9 with referee.  Not a ton of equipment is needed.  They just 
need shirts – reversibly pinnies for U6 and U8 and team jerseys for 
U10 and U12.  Pusey is hoping to do clinics and built that in the 
budget run by a licensed trainer. Aug 1 will start late registration. Pu-
sey motioned to approve 2022 fall recreational soccer budget as pre-
sented.  Brad 2nd. Board unanimously approved. 

b. Field Hockey – Field Hockey will increase player registration fee to 
$125 due to the following reasons:  1.  They will rent turf - 5 home 
games  2. They will have an end of the year tournament for many 
teams   3.  They need new goalie equipment ($500-600/set), balls and 
cones. 4.  They have to increase what they are paying to referees.  



 

 

Laura Menzel motioned to approve budget, Pirich 2nd.  Spallone asked 
about field maintenance and it was listed on the facilities line.  Board 
unanimously approved. 

c. Fall Baseball – Fall baseball did not need much equipment. The 
budget is just covering umpires, baseballs, and jerseys. Estimated 
amount of players is based on past participation.  Merritt accounted 
for early and traditional registration fee.  Fees are lower in the fall due 
to less expenses.  Merritt did budget some money for chalk spread-
ers.  Merritt motioned to approved, Gange 2nd.  Board unanimously 
approved. 

d. Fall softball – Fall softball fees are the same as last fall with the same 
estimated number of teams.  Uniforms are more expensive and junior 
umpires now require 2 umpires per game.  Esposito moved money 
from equipment to umpires to account for that increase.  Esposito 
made motion to approve softball, Spallone 2nd.  Board unanimously 
approved. 

e. Travel Softball - Fees/player are generally same as the past.  The ex-
penses are allocated a little differently - tournament fees are lower, 
but the tournaments are requiring coaches to play umpires at the 
plate.  Therefore, budgeted umpire fees are much larger than years 
past.  Lightning developmental model will return and they will charge 
the same fees.  The budget is based conservatively on 12 players.  C 
Allen motioned to approve lightning budget, Esposito 2nd. McSherry 
asked if the 12u team is formed from last year’s 10u development 
team.  Allen said that there will be tryouts, but the hope of the devel-
opment team is to move to 12U. Board unanimously approved the 
budget. 

 
 

2.  Summer Baseball Program Approval – Merritt presented sandlot options for 
6 and 7 year olds for fall ball last year and would like to now present a sum-
mer program as a version of this.  It will support the ages of 10 and 13 and 
serve as a continuation of the spring program into summer as a “sandlot” pro-
gram.  They would like to do skills and competitions and show up on the 
weekend to play games.  Baseball would like to get it under way and have a 
registration process to get money for a reversible T-shirt.  Rec league ends 
mid-June and they would start July 1st and go for 6-7 weeks. Insurance 
should be covered under Little League.  They will open registration just to 
have a check box for liability and gather volunteers.  No equipment is 
needed, but would charge $20-25 registration fee to cover shirts.  A question 
about whether this would interfere with districts was posed. Merritt said It 
would interfere, but this program can be for the players who didn’t make dis-
tricts.  Spallone asked if field space an issue.  Merritt said there is plenty of 



 

 

space.  Question about whether limits would be set on how many can come 
was posed.  Merritt said the players would pick teams at the field, but would 
need to cap the number of players around 30 and would have to have a sign 
up ahead of time and it would be first come first serve.   Board indicated that 
if there are expenses and there is registration sign up, then we would need a 
budget.  Need to vet volunteers.  If board agrees, then will put forth a budget.  
Gardner indicated that we should have a budget and allocate a small amount 
of field maintenance for using fields and lining. Merritt said that Little League 
encourages this program and should be insured, but he will research. Merritt 
will take the next step and work on setting this up.  However, a final approval 
will need to be put forth to a vote. 

3. Lanyards – The executive board did take the public comment under consider-
ation about moving to lanyards rather than coach shirts.   The exec board in-
dicated that we should move forward with lanyards.  Laughlin is in beginning 
stages of putting this to action.  

4.  Public Comment 
 
 

Melissa Esposito read some of the triparty agreement with Uwchlan 
Township and DASD regarding the April 1st start date to use the fields 
and understanding who is responsible for maintenance of the fields.  She 
indicated that nothing stated in there about the April 1st start date and that 
when she asked the township, they were not sure why or where it was 
written. Township said we cannot get on the fields until April 1st.  We use 
the fields at township approval.  School district has a lot of the mainte-
nance cost.  LYA is responsible for maintaining the fields. McSherry will 
touch base with Kevin Ryan about the reason behind not being able to be 
on the fields until April 1st after Gange asked how to access the fields be-
fore this date. 

 
IX.  Adjourn  

 Gardner motioned to adjourn, McSherry 2nd motion.  The board unanimously approved. 


